Job 38

Introduction

Synopsis:  Job was a wealthy and prosperous man (1:3), whose diverse holdings and children were decimated one day by a series of attacks and disasters (1:13-19).  Some time after Job received and acclimated to the news of these losses, he was struck with boils all over his body (2:7).  

When his three friends heard of his misfortune they came to console him, but were unable to say anything because they were dismayed by the degree of his suffering.  For a week they just sat with him – until he finally got out of fellowship and began to speak from his misery.  Their attempts to console Job rapidly deteriorated into accusations of wrongdoing on Job's part, each of which he rebuffed, inciting him to declare his innocence and finally challenge God to justify what had happened to him.  A young companion of Job's friends rebuked Job and his three friends as a storm developed.

Job 38:1

 `rm:)aYOw:  hr"ª['S.h; !mi      bAYaiâ-ta,      hw"åhy>-![;Y:)w: 

wc+3msqi         prep+da+fsn                  sdo+pn                           wc+3msqi+pn

 rm;a'       hr'[;s.       !mi      bAYai             hw<h.y:   hn"[' 

  'amar             se`arah                min         Iyyov                            Yhwh     `anah

  say                 
storm,17x          from         Job                              Yahweh    answer, 617x

Then Yahweh answered Job from the storm and said,

1.
Elihu has finished his assessment of the arguments of Job and his friends. (32:1-4)

2.
While providing that assessment, he remarked on the storm that was developing.  (35:5; 37:2-24)

3.
The revealed member of the Trinity now takes over.

4.
He is about to follow up on what Elihu has said.

5.
In waiting to speak until this point, God is following two principles:


a
He backs up the truth (which Elihu has spoken), and


b
He precedes judgment with grace, waiting until Elihu has declared the truth and his audience 


have had time to consider Elihu's words and orient to their truth before weighing in.

6
In the discussion between Job and his three friends Job has the complaint, the first and last words 
and the greater bulk of the conversation.

7
It is therefore Job whom God addresses first.

8
 The storm that has developed serves as the appropriately awe-inspiring prelude to His response.

9
As the tornado is located in the right rear quarter of an advancing thunderstorm and so is typically 
encountered last before such a storm passes, so the storm develops and passes before the arrival of 
the whirlwind out of which God speaks.

10
The term used here for the whirlwind is one of two so translated.


a
Historically, this would be the first mention, as we estimate this book's antiquity to be 


comparable to that of the Pentateuch.


b
The term is also used in 2Ki.2:1,11 for the whirlwind that carried Elijah away and in Isa.29:6 
together with the other term for whirlwind, where this is translated “tempest”.


c
The storms it describes are great manifestations of God's power, e.g. Eze.1:4.

11
The power displayed in the storm is intended to cause Job and his friends to again fear God – and 
think twice before complaining about what they experience.

 t[;d"(-yliB.(      !yLiªmib.        hc'î[e     %yviÞx.m;    Ÿhz<“      ymiÛ 

neg.adv.+fsacn               prep+fpacn                      fsacn           msa hiph. pt.     dem.pron.        inter.pron.

yliB.    t[;D;        b  hL'mi           hc'[e         %v;x'        hz<         ymi

beliy       da`ath  93x         b     millah  62x           `etsah  88x        chashak 15x          zeh                   miy

without   knowledge       by   words, utterances    advice, counsel        obscure           this                Who

“Who [is] this obscuring counsel by utterances without knowledge?”

1.
Yahweh's question is rhetorical, as both He and Job know of whom He is speaking.

2.
Couched as a question of identity, He is really characterizing the net effect of Job's arguments.

3.
The language of the question is provocative and direct, “Who [is] this?” 

4.
The irony is poignant, as God addresses a man whose spiritual integrity was such a standout that He 
used him to both bait Satan and prove a point; yet has so gotten off-point that God speaks to him as 
if He didn't recognize him. 

5.
We use the same rhetorical device today when someone we know acts so out-of character that we 
ask, “Do I know you?”

6.
 While so many nouns in Hebrew are derived from cognate (cognate- “born together”; from the 
same root) verbs, this verb is derived from the noun %v,xo  -darkness (60+x – Gen.1:2,4,5 et al).

7.
In the qal stem (11x) the verb is used to mean “to be dark”; in the hiphil stem (the causative stem, 
4x) the verb means to make dark, or figuratively to obscure, as here.

8.
The use of the participle reflects Job obscuring the situation for an extended period – in his 
diatribes (critical speeches, from diatribo – wear away) against God and the remarks of his friends.

9.
The noun here for counsel, advice or a plan, hc'[e is used in the O.T. conspicuously of Jethro   
(Ex.18:19), Hushai (2Sa.15:31,4; 16:20,23; 17:7,14,23), Nathan (2Ki.1:12); also Ne.4:15; Job 5:13; 
10:3; Psa.1:1

10.
Obscuring counsel here is tantamount to what Hushai did on David's behalf, shrewdly providing a 
plausible rationale that would find acceptance in the human viewpoint judgment of Absolom and 
his cohort; except here Job is advising and thwarting divine viewpoint under his sin nature.

11. The means by which Job is obscuring counsel is by utterances without knowledge.

12.
Utterances is the noun hL'mi  - word, speech, utterance (cp. rb'D' – speech, word, >900x – Job15:3 
18:2; 29:22 use both roots)

13. Both are used for a spectrum of meanings, with hL'mi  tending to be used as a message or speech).

14. In context hL'mi  appears to be used to mean the diatribes in which Job had been engaging.

15.
 The missing element that cripples Job's arguments is identified as knowledge ( t[;D;  93x, one of 
4 cognate nouns - described as knowledge gained by the senses, by experience – vs by reasoning).

16.
Elihu had suggested this might be part of Job's indictment (34:34,5; 35:16)

17.
The problem appears to be (aside from the fact that he was out of fellowship) that Job's protests – 
and his friends' judging are oblivious to the unseen contest and intervention of Satan.

18. While we might think Job and his friends unaware of the angelic conflict, Eliphaz' remark in his 
earliest exchange with Job indicates that he – and they – were aware of angels (4:12ff).

19.
What they could not possibly be aware of is that Job could have been the pawn in a contest between 
God and Satan.

20.
What got them in trouble was really that 


a.
Job did not leave his troubles with God and trust Him;


b.
he got his eyes first on his problems; then on his friends and their failed attempts to exhort him.

21.
That Job is guilty of the charge leveled against him he does concede, quoting God's charge back to 
Him and acknowledging it, describing his error (42:3).

22.
In the rebuke that follows, God illustrates the limits of Job's knowledge from the physical realm, 
but does not even touch on the supernatural realm, where the facts pertinent to Job's test lay.

23.
God takes us to task not for lack of knowledge of the angelic realm; but for failure to walk by faith.

24.
Job's behavior on this occasion illustrates 

1. 
a.
how badly we can fall when hit in our area of weakness (Job went from acting as a generous, 
patient, grace-oriented believer to a petty, argumentative, nihilistic [nihilist – one who advocates destruction] quibbler.)


b.
how much we depend on feedback from God – and others – to stay properly oriented in our 


lives when we are in unfamiliar territory spiritually


c.
how God tests us – or allows us to be tested by others – using our areas of weakness to prompt 


us to advance spiritually if we are willing to do so.

25.
While Job's failure is lamentable, none of us can reasonably criticize Job, as his test was 
unprecedented in its nature and magnitude.

26.
Additionally, his test came out of the context of extreme prosperity, which most people in these last 
days are failing even in lesser degrees.

27.
God gives Job no account of His actions or the reason for them in this book; yet Job acquiesces 
when God addresses him.

28.
Job's friends – well-meaning as they were – did provide some good advice in their exhortations 
(e.g. 4:6; 5:8ff), but Job - who had already lost patience when he began to speak –  lost 
patience with his friends as well (9:1,2; 12:1,2; 16:1-5; 17:2) and disputed it (21:3,4; 26:1-3).

Job 38:3

 `ynI[E)ydIAhw>     ^ªl.a'v.a,w>÷    ^yc,_l'x]   rb,g<åk.      an"å-rz"a/ 

w+msh.ipv+1cs       w+1csqi+2ms           mdcn+2ms      prep+msan           msq.ipv+exhort.pt.

      [d;y"             la;v'          #l'x'      k   rb,G<       rz:a'    an"

      yahda                          sha'al                     chalats           k      gever 66x        'azar        na

 cause to know                  ask                         loin           like        man      gird, tie up   now, please

Now, gird up your loins like a man and I will ask you, and you instruct Me!

1. Yahweh now speaks as though provoked and “throws down” (challenges Job to a showdown).  
2. Curiously, this would be Jeopardy! for WWF contestants. 
3. Job is challenged to gird up your loins like a strong man.
4. The equivalent in our time would be “strap on your armor” (or weightlifting belt).
5. Of course, God is not challenging him to a physical contest, but to a mental one.
6. The verb rz:a' occurs 16x and means to encircle, usually “gird”, though more than half of the occurrences are figurative in use.  The cognate noun is rAzae – belt, 3x. 
7. The language of this use and its parallel in 40:7 appear to be literal.
8. The implication is that Job should literally and figuratively get himself ready for action (probably including standing up), although the action demanded is no more physical than answering questions.
9. Still, the exhortation is calling for actions that are probably an appropriate mark of respect (stand up when God speaks to challenge you). 

10. Yahweh’s use of an", the particle of entreaty or exhortation here is interesting. 

a. The particle is used to soften imperatives and negatives, and may variously be translated either “please” or now.

b. First uses are Gen.12:11,13; 13:8,9 (polite request; exhortation); cp. 18:30-32 (entreaty).

c. God does not use it in blessing the man in 1:28, directing Noah (6:14,ff) or Abram (‘til 13:14).
d. Translating the particle by “now” when used with the imperative is not intended to imply a temporal element; just to reduce the abruptness of the imperative it follows.
e. The result is that this first command is delivered politely, as gentleman to gentleman. 
11. The method or manner or girding commanded is “like a man”.

12. The noun rb,G< and the cognate verb (rb;G", 26x, be strong, prevail) come from the same root.  

13. The noun occurs 91x, is used for adult males of fighting age or beyond (e.g., Ex. 10:11; 12:37; Num.24:3; Josh.7:14,18), and is usually translated simply as “man”, cp Job 14:10-12, where rb,G,, ~d'a' (adham - man, generic), and vyai (iysh - ordinary man, male) are each used to communicate the cumulative idea that whether mighty or ordinary, all men die in the course of life). 

14. The direct object of the imperative is “your loins”.

15. The noun used occurs only 10x; the more common term, ~yIn:t.m' occurs 47x.

16. One verb from the root of our noun means to equip as for war; a cognate noun is used for the warrior’s belt

17. Girding up one’s loins “like a man (gever)” would require strapping a belt around one’s hips as for holding one’s equipment for battle.

18. Job is to physically prepare himself because Yahweh is going to challenge him.

19. He will ask:  “I will ask you”.  The verb is la;v' , >160x, the common verb for asking or inquiring.

20. The challenge is, “and you instruct Me.” 

21. The verb [d;y" is the common verb for knowing and is used >500x.

22. In the hiphil (causative) stem the verb means “cause to know,” hence “instruct”.

23. Yahweh is commanding Job to increase His knowledge, to add to omniscience.  (Unlikely?)

24. There is no particle of entreaty to soften this imperative, nor would this be an easy task; this is the challenge!
25. The implication here is, “you have been airing all you know; tell Me something I don’t  know”.

26. Category One is to be cosmogony (origins of the world).

Job 38:4
   `hn")ybi   T'[.d;îy"-~ai   dGE©h;÷   #r,a'_-ydIs.y"B.      t'yyIh'â   hpoåyae
    ncfs             2msqpf + conj.      mshi.ipv       ncfs    prep.+ qicstr+1cs      2msqpf        inter.advb

                          [d;y"        dg:n"  #r,a, ds;y"  B      hy"h'   hpoyae

  biynah             yadha      im          naghadh    erets     yasadh    b                   hayah        eyphoh

   understanding  know      if           reveal        earth  establish    in                become        where

  “Where were you when I established [the] earth?  Tell, if you know understanding.

Job 38:5
 `wQ")  h'yl,ä['  hj'Þn"-ymi(  AaÜ  [d'_te  yKiä   h'yD,m;m.â     ~f'ä-ymi
  ncms  prep+3fs    3msqpf  pron    conj   2msqipf     conj      ncmp.cstr+3fs      3msqpf   pron

   wq;   l[;   hj'n" ymi  Aa  [d;y"  yKi     dm;me     ~Wf ymi
    qaw        ‘al           natah    miy      ‘o       yadha      kiy               memadh            sum     Miy

   meas.line upon    stretch    who?     or       know     because    measurement     put, set    Who?

  Who established its measurements – since you know, or who stretched a measuring line on it?
1. The topic is cosmogony (the origin or creation of the universe), but the real discussion is the finiteness of man and the immensity of God.

2. The chosen metaphor here is construction.

3. The opening question is, “Where were you when I established [the] earth?”

4. The verb hy"h (become) is used here to ask the question.

5. Though there is no simple to be verb in Hebrew, this use appears to be close to that idea.

6. The qualifying temporal clause is “when I established [the] earth”.

7. The verb ds;y" (lay a foundation, 48x) is used of establishing the earth (Job 38:4; Psa 24:2 et al), founding a nation (Egypt, Ex.9:18; God’s kingdom, Isa.28:16), a city (Jericho, Josh.6:26) the Temple (1K 5:17 et al), a conspiracy (Psa.2:2; 31:13).

8. The object of the infinitive is #r,a, (>2000x), here representing our planet (cp. Psa.78:69; 89:11; 102:25 . . .).

9. The hiphil imperative of the verb dg:n" (>300x, be conspicuous, >280x in causative stems) is usually translated “tell” (like ‘amar which emphasizes the process and davar), but with the idea of making conspicuous, or revealing the information communicated.

10. This is in contrast to “obscuring counsel by utterances without knowledge” (vs 2).

11. There Yahweh accused Job of not having knowledge (t[;D;, from [d;y" - the simple verb for knowing), i.e., not actually knowing what he was talking about – which is in fact the case regarding the actual reason for Job’s testing.

12. The condition for this command is “if you know ([d;y") understanding”.

13. What Job must know if he is to contribute is hn"yBi (from nyBi – discern): knowledge that is superior to the mere gathering of data in that it includes recognizing distinctions and understanding how this knowledge is properly used, cp. Job 28, esp. vss 12, 20-28 where wisdom and understanding appear in parallel as superior to the mere knowledge used to mine wealth.

14. Since Job has previously professed at least a rudimentary knowledge of discernment (Job 28), Yahweh is challenging him to make it conspicuous.

15. However, Job’s problem is implied by the introductory question, “Where were you when I established [the] earth?”

16. The implication is, “If you weren’t here, how could you possibly know all about this, let alone reveal to me something I didn’t know?”

17. The full, correct answer would be, “Uh, actually I didn’t exist yet; nor did my species.  In fact, we couldn’t have survived before this, because we need air to breathe, and you hadn’t yet created that.”

18. The rest of what follows reveals some of the power and glory of God and His creation, while hammering home the idea that you really shouldn’t be trying to correct God, as if you knew better.

19. This section is interpreted as describing original creation (and not restoration) because of vs 7. 

20. Our reasoning is that the rejoicing of “all the sons of God” indicates this occasion was prior to the division caused by the fall of Satan.

21. (One reason we reject the “Big Bang” scenario for original creation is the time element:  The stars are separated by vast distances.  It would take years for light from even the second nearest star to reach the assembled angels by natural processes, so what would all the shouting be for; or why would all the angels shout for joy over one rocky orb (which wouldn’t yet even be green and beautiful) in the vastness of space?)

22. The next two questions continue the metaphor of building and address technical details regarding original creation of Earth.

23. “Who established its measurements” means “who decided how big it would be”.

24. “established” is the qal perfect of ~Wf (574x - to put or place a thing; here, to set, like setting a price).

25. The word translated measurements is dm;me (from dd;m', 53x – to measure, usually of linear measures, e.g., Ezek.40-47), used only here.

26. In the building metaphor establishing the earth’s measurements could either mean marking out its size in space or simply deciding what size it should be and building (creating) it to suit.

27. Using language of accommodation we say that these decisions were made in eternity past, but in reality there was never a time when God did not have this planned.

28. In sarcasm Yahweh adds “since you know”

29. Job would know God set the measurements, but how would he have known which member of the Trinity was responsible?

30. By studying the canon of Scripture as we have it now, we conclude that God the Father is the Planner (and so the one who would have decided the earth’s size); God the Son is the Executor (the one doing the actual creating) and God the Holy Spirit is the Revealer (who thawed the frozen planet when restoration began).

31. Since we understand Job to have lived during patriarchal times (before revelation from God was recorded in Scripture), what he knew of God and His plan would have been through oral tradition and direct revelation, much of which may not have been passed on.

32. The Genesis record on original creation is only one verse – 1:1.

33. Yahweh offers a backup question: “who stretched a measuring line on it?”

34. We have no record of anyone measuring the earth; it would take a being not bound by gravity to do so.  Did Job know the answer to this?

Job 38:6
 `Ht'(N"Pi !b,a,ä      hr'ªy"÷-ymi(   Aaï   W[B'_j.h'    h'yn<åd'a]   hm'â-l[;

   ncfsc+3fs      ncfsc                    3msqpf   pron           conj            3cp.ho.pf              ncmpcst+3fs           pron.     prep
      hN"Pi !b,a,      hr'y"    ymi   Aa   [b;j'       !d,a,    hm' l[;
2.   pinnah 31x  even >200x          yarah,77x    miy             ‘o           tava’ 10x                    edhen  54x           mah      ‘al

3.         corner     stone                    throw, lay   who?            or         sink Ex15:4                 base, pedestal      what?    On

  On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone
4. Continuing with the building metaphor, we go backward (logically) to its foundation.

5. “bases” is from a root meaning ‘be strong’.  51 of its 54x are in the Tabernacle.

6. There each of the gold-overlaid boards of the structure for the tabernacle rests on two sixty-pound (one talent) silver pedestals, translated “sockets” (Ex.38:27).

7. These stabilized the structure for the tabernacle on the unpacked soil wherever Israel traveled.

8. However, the closest thing the earth has to a base is its magnetic pole, and that is sunk on – nothing!

9. The verb refers to putting things below a surface (cp 1 Sa. 17:49).  

10. If used in a building this word would refer to pilings driven or sunk into softer or less stable ground to provide a stable foundation.  

11. So, now Yahweh is challenging Job on his knowledge of celestial physics.

12. This is fair, as Job has already brought the subject up (26:7) and provided correct information.

13. On the surface of the earth gravity always pulls down (toward its center); in space gravity pulls toward the nearest, heaviest object, wherever that is.

14. So the earth hangs on – the Sun.

15. A cornerstone was originally used in a building to stabilize its least stable part.  As such, it would typically be the largest stone and would be custom-made or custom-fitted for the site.  (Modern cornerstones are mostly symbolic.)

16. The cornerstone was laid after the site had been prepared, the construction of the building had been planned out and the stone had been prepared.

17. The earth has no literal cornerstone, so the answer to this question would literally be “no-one”.  What would the figurative cornerstone be? (cp Isa.28:16)

18. In the metaphor laying the cornerstone would be tantamount to beginning the construction; in reality the earth was created by God the Son so quickly that it elicited the response recorded here:

Job 38:7
 `~yhi(l{a/ ynEïB.-lK'   W[yrIªY"w:÷   rq,bo+    ybek.AKå    dx;y:â-!r'B.
  ncmp (prop)   ncmpc  ncmsc       wc+3mphi            ncms                 ncmpcstr              adv       qi cstr     prep
 ~yhil{a/  !Be lKo    [;Wr    rq,Bo    bk'AK   dx;y:  !n:r'  B 

    Elohiym             ben      kol                rua’                   boqer                  kokhav        yachadh 46x   ranan         b

     Elohim               son      all         raise a shout             morning               star               together      cry out      when

   when [the] morning stars cried out together and all [the] sons of God shouted for joy?
1. We find out now what happened when Yahweh created the earth.

2. Yahweh has been speaking to Job in doublets; now we see parallelism.

3. The phrase morning star(s) occurs 5x: Isa.14:12; 2P.1:19; Rev.2:28; 22:16.

4. As a star gives light, so our Lord is called a star, Num 24:17 (with both near and distant fulfillments); 2P.1:19; and is given a star heralding His birth (Matt.2).

5. We are likened to stars when we apply at a high level and reflect the glory of God, Gen. 15:5; 22:17; 37:9; Dan.12:3; Rev.1:16; 12:1.

6. The angels are also called stars, Isa.14:12; Dan.8:10; Matt.24:29; Rev.12:4.

7. We interpret the morning stars here as a group of the angels by function.

8. !n:r (>50x) is the first of two verbs here (with [;Wr) that can be translated “shout for joy”, or “sing for joy” (cp Psa.81:1; Isa.44:23); though the occasion of its first occurrence is not joyful (Lev.9:24; cp Pro.1:20; 8:3). 

9. The morning stars (angels) all shout for joy in unison (“together”, the noun here – and most places – used as an adverb denoting unity of place, action, time or purpose, cp 1Sa.17:10; Psa.2:2).

10. The second and more inclusive category rejoicing is all [the] sons of God, which refers to the angels, the only created beings that existed at this time (cp Job.1:6; 2:1).

11. Some interpreters try to read Matt.5:9, Rom.8:14,19, Gal.3:26 into Gen.6 in an attempt to avoid charging angels with cohabiting with humans, but that stretch does not harmonize with context.

12. The second verb, [;Wr (>40x) is used for raising a cry like a battle cry or shout of joy, but not for singing.

13. We take the unity of the sons of God here in rejoicing as indicating that this event occurred before Satan fell and took 1/3 of the angels with him in rebellion against God (cp Isa.14:12).

14. Yahweh’s mention of the angels (and Eliphaz’ encounter with one, 4:12-21) might have intimated to Job that someone other than God was involved in his misfortune.

�	Storm synonyms: hp'Ws 15x – whirlwind, wind storm; ha'vuT. 5X – storm of noise; ~r,z< 9x-downpour;   


� interrogative adverb hpoyae (10x, compound of ya;‘where’ and hPo‘here’, used only of people; vs 52x for hYEa;)
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